


Seventh Grade Required Courses – Scranton Middle School 

 
 

Required Year Long Classes (Core Academics) 
 
English/Language Arts 7 (Year Long) 
    English 7 promotes skill development in reading, writing and speaking through a workshop model.  Students will have an 
opportunity to explore literature read independently, in book clubs and as whole class novels.  They will be expected to 
write extensively in several genres, including a research paper.  Students will also have the opportunity to form opinions 
and support their opinions with evidence while discussing topics in small groups and in front of the class.  Focus will also be 
given to informational writing/reading and word study.  
 

Science (Year Long)  
    The seventh grade science program is based on the grade level content expectations from the Michigan Department of 
Education.  Topics included are cellular structures and functions, weather, waves and energy, physical and chemical 
properties and change in matter.  Texts used are the Holt module series and It’s About Time’s Investigating Earth Systems. 
 

Social Studies (Year Long)   
    This course looks at Africa and Asia and the way these continents were shaped by geography, religions and ancient 
empires that existed throughout history.  Students will explore how cultures continue to influence the government and 
economies of today’s world.  Students will be challenged to geographically analyze culture and global issues in the Eastern 
Hemisphere.  
 
 

 
 

 
Pre- Algebra (Year Long) 
This course is based on the 7th grade Common Core State Standards for Mathematics and will focus on four main areas: (1) 
developing understanding of and applying proportional relationships; (2) developing understanding of operations with 
rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations; (3) solving problems involving scale drawings and 
informal geometric constructions, and working with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, 
surface area, and volume; and (4) drawing inferences about populations based on samples. In addition, students will be 
engaging in the mathematical practices 
 
Algebra 1 (Year Long): 
This course is based on the Common Core State Standards in Mathematics for high school Algebra.  The content focus 
includes: (1) seeing structure in expressions; (2) understanding/applying operations with polynomials and rational 
functions; (3) creating equations; (4) reasoning with equations and inequalities. In addition, students will be engaging in the 
mathematical practices. 
 
Mathematical Practices: 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 

4. Model with mathematics. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

6. Attend to precision. 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
  



Required Elective Classes 

 
Physical Education 7 (Quarter) 
    One quarter of physical education is required of all 7th grade students.  Students who are interested and motivated may 
take additional PE classes.  This class emphasizes the importance of the five components of physical fitness.  It will offer 
students a weekly combination of fitness and sport activity days.  Sport activity days will emphasize skill development, 
teamwork, and game play.  Different sports will be offered each quarter.  Classwork and/or homework is given on a weekly 
basis with occasional quizzes and tests occurring throughout the quarter.  Students will participate in the President’s 
Challenge fitness testing program.  Fitness testing will occur at the beginning of each quarter and also at the end of the 
quarter. 
 

Health (Quarter)   
    Nine weeks of health is required by the Board of Education for all seventh grade students.  This course encompasses the 
physical, mental and social components of health, nutrition, substance use and abuse, reproductive health, AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted infections.  Each unit will emphasize the student’s decision-making process and the enhancement of 
their self-esteem.  Abstinence is the main focus in the substance abuse and reproductive/STI units.  An informational parent 
meeting is held in September of each school year. 
 
On-Line Health Course 
 
   Students who did not complete the Board of Education required nine-week Health course in seventh grade may elect to 
take this course on-line, through Michigan Virtual School. This course encompasses the physical, mental and social 
components of health, nutrition, substance use and abuse, reproductive health, AIDS and other sexually transmitted 
infections. Each unit will emphasize the student’s decision-making process and the enhancement of their self-esteem. 
Abstinence is the main focus in the substance abuse and reproductive/STI units.  
  



Music Elective Classes 
 

Band, Concert 7 (Year Long)  
    Prerequisite:  1 year playing experience and/or audition.  This one-year course is available to students with one or more 
years of experience playing a band instrument and is designed to enhance the skills learned in Intermediate School Band. 
Several public performances are scheduled for the Concert Band.  Attendance at all performances and rehearsals is 
required.  Members are encouraged to participate in Solo and Ensemble Festival.   Concert Band is a full-year commitment 
to ensure a rewarding musical experience for all students. 
 
Choir - Mens (Semester or Year Long)  
    This choir is for 7th grade boys who like to sing, want to improve their singing abilities and develop the skills to read music. 
The music will include a variety of styles such as folk songs, foreign literature, pop, show tunes, and seasonal literature. 
Emphasis will be on participation and enjoyment of music. 
 
Choir - Womens (Semester or Year Long) 
    This choir is for 7th grade girls who like to sing, want to improve their singing abilities and develop the skills to read music. 
The music will include a variety of styles such as folk songs, foreign literature, pop, show tunes, and seasonal literature. 
Emphasis will be on participation and enjoyment of music. 
 
 

World Language Electives 
 
World Language Spanish I, American Sign Language I or French I (Year Long) 
    This class is an introduction to American Sign Language, Spanish or French, designed to familiarize students with a world 
language.  Students are taught basic American Sign Language, Spanish or French, and those successfully completing the 
course will be able to enter American Sign Language II, Spanish II or French II in 8th Grade.  Coursework is rigorous.  Twenty 
minutes of homework, per night, will be assigned.  Students should: 

1. Be self-motivated and be comfortable participating in class. 
2. Be able to handle study of another culture. 
3. Have good study habits (completes homework reliably & organizes learning materials effectively) 
4. Have dedication. 
5. Have strong attendance. 

 
 

  



Elective Offerings 
 

These are courses that are not offered every year.  Even when offered, these courses cannot replace a required elective 
class. 
 
Family Consumer Sciences 7/8 (Quarter) 
    FCS-Life Skills is a 9 week long, exploratory course open to 7th and 8th graders. Hands on activities and projects will 
provide students the opportunity to learn essential life skills, such as, cooking and nutrition, social skills, and money 
management. Students will learn to make a living, but most importantly learn how to live a life as knowledgeable and 
independent members in the community. 
 

Art 7/8 (Quarter) 
    In this course, students will be encouraged to explore themselves creatively through multiple forms of art. Each quarter 
will offer a different chance for students to experiment and further their artistic abilities in drawing, painting, ceramics, and 
sculpture. Course topics vary from quarter to quarter with an emphasis on the student's passions/thoughts/and views of 
the world around them. Topics range from 2-D, 3-D, graffiti, installations, and illustration.  Each quarter is unique allowing 
for students to take this course multiple times. 
 
Technology Education 7 (Quarter)   
    This course includes an overview of many engineering topics that address the interest and energy of 7th grade students. 
The course also incorporates national standards in mathematics, science and technology.  This course is “activity oriented” 
to further develop student knowledge of technology and engineering and to strengthen problem solving skills. 
 
Creative Writing in the Digital Age 7-8 (Quarter) 
    Students will have the opportunity to work in several different digital platforms while writing for a school blog and online 
newspaper/magazine.  They will be expected to write purposefully across several genres. 
 

Forensics - Crime Scene Investigation 7-8 (Quarter) 
    CSI/Forensic Science is an 8th grade unified arts class that provides students with a hands-on, process driven approach to 
forensic science that relates directly with current science standards.  Participation in CSI will increase scientific literacy and 
aid in further developing science process skills necessary for future academic success.  Students will use scientific 
procedures to cover topics such as fingerprinting, hair and fiber analysis, handwriting analysis/forgery, and bite mark 
identification.  All procedures will be done in a lab setting using chemicals and apparatus familiar in modern, professional 
settings.  In addition, students will be able to participate in “webquests” which utilize computer applications. 
 
History of the Modern World 7-8 (Quarter) 
    This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to investigate and discuss current history.  Students will 
be involved in using critical thinking skills to analyze and gain historical perspective on contemporary events. 
 
Drama 7-8 (Quarter) 
   Within the course, students will prepare and deliver dramatic interpretations of a variety of pieces of literature.  Students 
may, over the course of the quarter, perform dramatic interpretations of mini-scripts, prose, poetry and other forms of 
dramatic literature.  This is an excellent class for students who want to improve their dramatic skills by performing for a live 
audience. 
 
Inquiry Based Learning 7-8 (Semester) 
   In Inquiry Based Learning (IBL), students will create projects aimed at exploring a complex question, problem, or 

challenge.  Projects are very student directed in nature in that in most cases, students choose their partners, choose their 

project direction/topic, and are allowed to express their own "voice" in how they accomplish the project goal(s).  While 

working together, students will practice 21st Century skills, such as communication, collaboration, open-ended research, 

critical thinking, and problem solving.  Students also learn to use a variety of technologies and skills, each depending on 

their own unique project.  If you enjoy working with others on unique, personal projects while learning valuable, lifelong 

skills, then IBL is for you. 

 

  



 

Project Lead The Way - Flight & Space (Quarter) 

   Flight & Space is one of the specialization units for Project Lead the Way’s (PLTW) Gateway to Technology (GTT) program. 
The purpose of Flight and Space is to bring aerospace alive and give students an opportunity to explore the technology and 
associated careers fields. Students explore the science behind aeronautics and use their knowledge to design, build, and 
test different projects to include hot air balloons, gliders, and rockets. Students will also explore what is required to travel, 
live and work in space. Course will stress students working together cooperatively, using information, resources, tools, 
equipment, and computers to design, engineer, test, and build. Emphasis will be placed on creativity, problem solving, and 
the development of safe work habits. 

Project Lead The Way - Automation and Robotics (Quarter) 

   Students trace the history, development, and influence of automation and robotics as they learn about mechanical 
systems, energy transfer, machine automation, and computer control systems. Students use the VEX Robotics® platform to 
design, build, and program real-world objects such as traffic lights, toll booths, and robotic arms.  
 

Michigan Virtual School (Semester) 
  Many additional elective choices can be made available through the Michigan Virtual School.  Michigan Virtual School is an 
on-line school that provides Michigan Merit Curriculum to Michigan students.  If there is something your child would like to 
take and it doesn’t appear in our courses, feel free to contact the guidance department and we can investigate the 
possibility of offering the class as an on-line option.  
 
Graphic Arts (Quarter) 
 
   This course is designed to explore the visual culture that is all around us. It will break down the art of logo design, t-shirt 
design, poster design, and advertising, as well as a chance to explore photo manipulation. Students will get a glimpse into 
the world of Graphic Design and how it can be applied in various careers.  The Graphic Design class will have an emphasis on 
using different computer programs as well as some hand done media. 
 
 
 

Support Classes (By invitation only) 
 
Reading Advantage 7  
   This class is a required elective for students that are currently performing below grade level in reading.   MEAP Scores, 
benchmark testing, and other assessments will be used to determine placement.    A highly qualified teacher, with the help 
of up to two other adults will provide strategic, intensive instruction in reading in a fun learning environment.  Notepads 
and Kindles among other multi-media resources will be used in this class. 
 
 

Special Education 
    Scranton Middle School students receiving special education support/services have their curriculum needs identified and 
addresses at an individualized educational planning committee (I.E.P.C.) meeting.  These needs range from supplemental 
instruction (support) to alternative curriculum taught by a special education teacher.  
 
    The majority of the special education students follow the regular curriculum or a combination of the regular curriculum 
and curriculum support in special education.  In some cases, students require almost all of the instruction from special 
education in order to attain educational goals. 
 
  



Scranton Middle School Career Pathways 
    Brighton Area Schools provides the opportunity to plan and prepare for the future.  Career planning is one part of that 
process that begins in 7th grade.  7th grade students will work with their counselor to create their Educational Development 
Plan (EDP).  An EDP is a written description that identifies student career goals, interests, and skills while documenting the 
experiences, education and accomplishments they have had and want to pursue. 
    Because many careers share similar characteristics, the State of Michigan has grouped all career options into one of six 
Career Pathways.  Those six career pathways are: 

● Arts and Communications – careers related to the humanities, the performing, visual, literary and media arts. 
● Business, Management, Marketing and Technology – careers related to all aspects of business including accounting, 

business administration, finance, information processing and marketing. 
● Engineering/Manufacturing and Industrial Technology – careers related to technologies necessary to design, 

develop, install, or maintain physical systems.  
● Health Sciences – careers related to the promotion of health, as well as the treatment of injuries, conditions, and 

disease. 
● Human Services – careers in child care, civil service, education, hospitality, and the social services. 
● Natural Resources and Agriscience – careers related to the environment and natural resources. 

    For more information on Career Pathways please see your student’s counselor.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q:  If my child selects two year long electives, where can we get information about approved Health Courses that 

we can enroll our child in? 

A:  Any health class offered by a Michigan Public School can be transferred in to fulfill this requirement.  In 

addition, most of our families take advantage of the “test-out” available through Michigan Virtual School. 

Parents/Students may elect the standard health course test-out or the abstinence only test out.  Both would 

fulfill the requirement.  Visit Michigan Virtual School at http://www.mivhs.org/ for more information. 

 

Q:  How do I determine the appropriate math placement for my child? 

A:  Less than 10% of our students qualify for Algebra in 7th grade.  Based upon their performance at Maltby, select 

students will be invited to take an algebra placement test.  The score on the placement test, as well as the 

student’s performance on MEAP and AIMSWeb universal screeners will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement. 

 

Q:  If my child has an elective more than once, is it the same class?  

A:  No, the curriculum within our electives changes every 9 weeks.  Therefore, each quarter is a unique 

experience. 

 

Q:  Can I choose which language my child takes? 

A:  You can rank languages and we will make every attempt to schedule students into their 1st choice.  However, 

we sometimes do not have enough open seats in a language to fulfill all requests.  In that situation, we would 

move to a student’s 2nd or 3rd choice. 

 

Q:  When do we find out what classes my child has been scheduled into? 

A:  At registration, in August. 

 

Q:  If, over the course of the summer, my child changes his/her mind about his schedule, can changes be made in 

August? 

A:  Generally, no.  We build our master schedule around the classes each student requests.  Therefore, in August, 

there are very limited opportunities to change schedules.  Students need to be very confident in their decision 

prior to turning in their schedule in March.  

http://www.mivhs.org/


 

    Scranton Middle School Course Selection Guide – 7th Grade 
 

Name _____________________________________________________                                 Date ____________ 
Student Connect Log-In  ________________________  

Student Number:  200__ __ __ __ __ Due to Homeroom Teacher by March 15th 
 
 

 

Required Courses 
 

  English/Language Arts 7   Pre-Algebra  ____ M-Step**               *High School Credit Course 
  Social Studies 7  or  ____ NWEA**   

  Science 7       Algebra 1* 7/8 ____ Placement test** 

  

● PE 7 (one quarter) **for Scranton staff use only.  Parents should 

● Health (one quarter) leave these fields blank when submitting form. 
 

Elective Course Options 
  

Each 7th grader will have 8 quarter long elective classes that can be placed within his/her schedule.  The worksheet below will assist you 
in selecting the 8 quarter classes to fulfill the requirements at Scranton.  Your worksheet, when completed correctly, must total to exactly 
8.  If your child enrolls in two year-long elective courses, you will need to cross out Health and Physical Education, below, and your child 
must take or test out of Health prior to the end of his/her 8th grade year.  There are no other possible exemptions to physical education or 
health. 
  
YEAR-LONG ELECTIVES 
  
___  I am interested in Year-Long Band (write 4 on the line to the far 
right)…………………………………….…………………...………...………._________ 
___  I am interested in Year-Long Mens/Womens Choir (write 4 on the line to the far right) 
………………………….……………………...._________ 
___  I am interested in Year-Long Spanish (write 4 on the line to the far 
right)…………………………..…………………………………………....._________ 
___  I am interested in Year-Long French (write 4 on the line to the far 
right)………………………………..……...………………………...………_________ 
___  I am interested in Year-Long American Sign Language (write 4 on the line to the far 
right)……………………………………………..…_________ 
  
SEMESTER-LONG ELECTIVES 
  
___  I am interested in One Semester of Choir (write 2 on the line to the far 
right)………………………………………………………………....._________ 
___  I am interested in One Semester of Inquiry Based Learning (write 2 on the line to the far 
right).......……………………………...…_________ 
  
QUARTER-LONG ELECTIVES 
  
  X     I am required to take 1 quarter of physical education 
class…………………………………………………………………..……………………….....____1____ 
  X     I am required to take 1 quarter of health education 
class……………………………………………………………...………………………………....____1____ 
___  For my remaining classes, I would like a rotation of the other available elective classes.  For each class I circle below 
 I will write a 1 on the line to the far right.  So, if I circle 6 electives, as an example, I will write a 6 on this 
line……...…...._________ 

(For classes student wants multiple times, a “x2” or “X3” should be written next to the course name) 
 Technology Education* Family Consumer Science (Home Ec.)* Art* 
 Creative Writing* Project Lead the Way -Automation & Robotics History of the Modern World* 
 Forensics/Crime Scene Invest. Project Lead the Way-Space & Flight Drama* 

Graphic Design* Physical Education* (more than the 1 required)  
*=class can be taken more than once.  If desired more than once, please put x2 or  x3 next to the class. 
  



Please note that we will do our best to schedule you into the electives you have chosen.  However, every class is not always offered 
every hour of the school day.  Therefore, an elective that you have chosen may have to be replaced with a different elective if, for any 
reason, the one you selected doesn’t work with your schedule.  Keep in mind that you are telling us your preferences, not specifically 
picking classes for your schedule. 
  
Total – Please add the columns on the right.  This must add up to exactly 8………………………….……………………….…________ 
  
  
Parent Signature:  _______________________________________________________________                Date:  ___________________ 
 Note:  All 7th grade students are required to take English, science, social studies, math, health & physical education. 


